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Thank you for purchasing Bus EXCITER-104!
This manual covers the features and operation of Arturia’s Bus EXCITER-104, a faithful
emulation of the once revered Aphex Aural Exciter type C2, model 104. In its time, the
Aural Exciter was perceived to perform miracles, adding air, detail, and definition to audio
that may have otherwise sounded muted or lifeless. With a few simple knob twists, it was
employed to conduct sonic rescues that might have taken hours of work using tools such as
conventional EQ and dynamics processing.

Be sure to register your software as soon as possible! When you purchased Bus
EXCITER-104, you were sent a serial number and an unlock code by e-mail. These are
required during the online registration process.

Special Messages

Specifications Subject to Change:

The information contained in this manual is believed to be correct at the time of printing.
However, Arturia reserves the right to change or modify any of the specifications without
notice or obligation to update the hardware or software that has been purchased.

IMPORTANT:

The software, when used in combination with an amplifier, headphones or speakers,
may be able to produce sound levels that could cause ear damage or even permanent
hearing loss. DO NOT operate for long periods of time at a high level or at a level that is
uncomfortable.

If you encounter any hearing loss or ringing in the ears, you should consult an audiologist.

EPILEPSY WARNING – please read before using Bus EXCITER-104

Some people are susceptible to epileptic seizures or loss of consciousness when exposed
to certain flashing lights or light patterns in everyday life. This may happen even if the
person has no medical history of epilepsy or has never had any epileptic seizures. If you
or anyone in your family has ever had symptoms related to epilepsy (seizures or loss
of consciousness) when exposed to flashing lights, consult your doctor prior to using this
software.

Discontinue use and consult your doctor immediately if you experience any of the following
symptoms while using this software: dizziness, blurred vision, eye or muscle twitches, loss
of consciousness, disorientation, or any involuntary movement or convulsion.

Precautions to take during use
• Do not stand too close to the screen
• Sit a good distance away from the screen
• Avoid using if you are tired or have not had much sleep
• Make sure that the room is well lit
• Rest for at least 10 to 15 minutes per hour of use



Introduction
Congratulations on your purchase of Arturia Bus EXCITER-104

As with all of our products, we believe in offering the best of both the software and
hardware worlds in a single package and letting you choose how you want to use it. In
Bus EXCITER-104, those two worlds are a faithful re-creation of the original hardware on
one hand, and on the other, additional sound processing and workflow features in Arturia’s
inimitable fashion.

We hope Bus EXCITER-104 will give your music that extra special something that makes
listeners wonder, “How did they do that?”

Peace, love, and music,

The Arturia team

Be sure to visit the www.arturia.com website for information about all of our other great
hardware and software instruments. They have become indispensable, inspiring tools for
musicians around the world.

http://www.arturia.com/
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1. WELCOME TO BUS EXCITER-104

Bus EXCITER-104 is based upon the most widely used model of the Aphex Aural Exciter, the
Type C2, model 104. Introduced in 1993, it built upon the Exciter concept the manufacturer
first introduced in 1975 and became the best-selling and most popular model among effects
of its type.

We began with an exacting study of the original hardware’s behavior down to the circuit
level. After modeling this, we added features to increase its flexibility and usefulness in
today’s digital music production environments. Bus EXCITER-104 takes its place in our FX
Collection alongside many other virtual versions of classic hardware effects.

The Aural Exciter was meant to add harmonics, transient detail, and air to recordings — all
without affecting the level of the signal from input to output. The “Big Bottom” module in the
C2-104 then applied parallel compression to extend bass without increasing gain.

In small doses, the Exciter could impart an “X-factor” to an already good mix. Used more
aggressively, it could restore dull and lifeless recordings. These included cassettes that had
been played or copied too many times, which would have worn the magnetic particles off
of the tape. Some people overused the Exciter, leaning on it as a fix-all for tracks that should
have been recorded more carefully to begin with. But those who understood its purpose
aimed for moderation and achieved predictably better results. Exciters were employed
on the album Rumours by Fleetwood Mac and the hit song “Band on the Run” by Paul
McCartney and Wings. Artists such as Jackson Browne, The Four Seasons, Neil Diamond,
Linda Ronstadt, James Taylor, credited the equipment in their album liner notes.

Notably, the worse the condition of the input signal, the more benefit the Exciter conveyed.
Bus EXCITER-104 lets you add this unforgettable piece of recording history to your own
toolkit.
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